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For immediate release


November 19, 2010


Frank Saxton, (985) 893-8757, fsaxton@NorthshoreFoundation.org
Planners to reveal completed plan to revitalize the West 30s
Covington – The Walker Collaborative will return to the West 30s neighborhood of Covington to reveal the completed plan to revitalize the West 30s neighborhood.  The plan addresses issues, such as housing, economic development, transportation, parking, public spaces, urban design and social issues within the community.  
The presentation will be held:

· December 1st – Wednesday

· 5:30 – 7:00 PM

· Pine View Middle School Cafeteria, 1200 West 27th Street

Although the plan is focused on revitalizing the West 30s neighborhood, the entire community of Covington is welcome and invited to attend and learn more about the plan. As there is a strong economic development component to the plan, business leaders are also encouraged to attend.
For a year, planners have held public meetings, stakeholder meetings, planning charrettes and have conducted multiple surveys with the residents of the neighborhood. Now residents will be able to see the fruits of their labor and thoughts as the planners reveal the details of the plan and the way forward for the community.  
The final plan prioritizes the neighborhood’s greatest needs and provides an implementation strategy. The plan recommends ways to address the socio-economic challenges in the neighborhood and suggests ways to create new jobs, businesses, and support structures within the community.  The plan also digs deep into the challenges that the neighborhood has faced for generations.  

It also recommends improvements to the physical layout of the neighborhood, stressing better sidewalks, pedestrian-friendly blocks and possible zoning changes to support mixed-use development that blend commercial and residential needs. 
Local government officials have already pledged to use the plan to bring back the historic community. With a plan, Covington can seek federal funding and expect private investment in the neighborhood. 
The West 30s plan is funded with a $150,000 grant from the Northshore Community Foundation. The Foundation’s staff is providing technical assistance to aid in the planning effort.

The Foundation’s planning assistance grants were created in 2008 to encourage the adaptation of smart growth principles and the Louisiana Speaks Regional Plan, which was created after Katrina.  Smart growth principles include the fostering of distinctive, attractive communities with a strong sense of place; creation of housing opportunities and choices; the preservation of open space, farmland and natural beauty; and the development of walkable neighborhoods.  

For more information on the West 30s Revitalization Plan visit www.west30s.org. 

